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LOVE AND OTHER CONVICTIONS:  
LGBT INDIVIDUALS  
IN COLOMBIAN PRISONS 
 
	  

	  
	  

	  
Translated by: Noah Gray Montague 
 
This report analyzes discrimination based sexual orientation and 
gender identity toward lesbians, gays, bisexuals and trans 
individuals (LGBT) in Colombian prisons. According to the census 
created by INPEC, the average number of LGBT individuals 
deprived of freedom is 800. This information contains serious 
methodological problems; however, it is the only data available.  
 
For LGBT individuals in Colombia that are deprived of freedom, 
there is no system of classification that allows them to be assigned 
to cells and patios specifically for the incarcerated LGBT 
population. 14% of prisons have a patio or corridor specifically for 
the LGBT population. 86% have no location specifically for LGBT 
individuals.Some of the principal findings of this report are: 
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1. Discrimination towards LGBT individuals The majority of cases begin 
with manifestations of public displays of affections. In women’s prisons, 
there are always more public displays of affection without repression, 
especially when visiting days do not happen. In men’s prisons, there is 
more discrimination as well as a greater fear of expressing affection in 
public due to fear of reprisal or taunting by fellow inmates. The five 
most frequent factors of discrimination towards the LGBT population 
deprived of freedom that we have been to identify in this report are: 

a) Stereotypes associated with sexuality, sexual orientation and 
gender identity 

b) Problems stemming from public displays of affections 
between LGBT individuals 

c) Limits in the relations of couples pertaining to the LGBT 
population. 

d) Prejudices in relation to sex work. 
e) Failure to guarantee the rights of individuals living with HIV 

 
2. Conjugal visits are a documented right that are not fully guaranteed 

in practice. This right was recognized by the Constitutional Court in the 

year 2003, but it has not been properly guaranteed in any prison. 87% of 
prisons do not have a designated space for conjugal visits.  
Additionally, Colombia Diversa discovered that the effective access to 
conjugal visits is more difficult in female prisons, even though females 
are more likely to ask for them. Thus, we encountered that in some 
prisons it is required that as a prerequisite for conjugal visits, lesbian 
women must demonstrate that they are in a stable relationship, either a 
marriage, or marital union. 
 

3. LGBT individuals continue to be victims of physical and verbal 

violence. LGBT individuals must somehow assimilate different forms 
of silent and subtle violence that exist. The level of underreporting of 
cases of violence is very high. According to INPEC only 0.4% of LGBT 
individuals reported violence or discrimination during 2013 and 2014. 
One of the individuals interviewed reported that “violence goes as far 
where even the guard permits it.” And “what happens in prison stays in 
prison. It was able to identify that there is both action and omission on 
the part of the authorities of INPEC. 
The forms of violence documented go from teasing and insults to 
serious violations of human rights, such as sexual violence, beatings, 
and cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment. According to numerous 
individuals that were interviewed, much of this violence is given with 
the knowledge and the permissiveness on the part of INPEC personnel, 
or is even perpetrated by the same guard. 
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4. Structural problems in prisons: LGBT individuals are also affected by 
the structural problems of the penitentiary system in Colombia, so much 
so that the negative effects are disproportionate for this population. 
Recently, overcrowding has reached record levels, close to 60% and it 
affects 53% of prisons in Colombia. This limits the space of intimacy 
and free development of personality for LGBT individuals, which 
exposes them to a greater degree of vulnerability. With overcrowding 
come problems of corruption and ingovernability. This also limits the 
access to basic living standards (like sleeping space) and increases the 
permissiveness in the presence of violence on the part of the state. 
Another identified structural problem has to do with the excessive 
criminalization (which in Colombia is reflected in the high number of 
individuals deprived of freedom) and the complaints of LGBT 
individuals that are found to be accused for a long period of time and 
affirm that sufficient evidence does not exist to hold them there.  

 
Principal recommendations for the Colombia government: 
 
1. Identify the causes of discrimination and violence. Create effective 

strategies for prevention that are directed at changing the causes of 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 
 

2. Adopt methods to diminish overcrowding. Overcrowding gives 

room for greater risk of discrimination and violence against the 
LGBT population and creates contexts of ungovernability and 
corruption where it is more difficult to protect human rights.  
 

3. Do not interfere in sexual or affectionate-erotic relationship of 
individuals deprived of freedom. 
 

4. Reform the rules of all prisons. Regulations should be formed that 

implement policies and alignments relating to differential treatment 
in favor of the LGBT population in coherence with the alignments 
of the Constitutional Court. 
 

5. Drive a special report: the Commission on Follow-Up of the 
Conditions of Imprisonment of the Penitentiory and Prison System 
must write a report about violence, discrimination and access to 
conjugal visits of LGBT individuals in prisions.    
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