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This report presents the general human rights situation of 

lesbians, gay, bisexuals, and transgender persons (LGBT) in 

Colombia during the years 2013 and 2014. To that end, we 

analyzed the most common forms of violence suffered by the 

LGBT population on the basis of sexual orientation and gen-

der identity, using available statistical data and case studies 

documented by our organization.  

In the years 2013 and 2014, Colombia Diversa verified the 

persistence of violence toward LGBT persons. Some incidents 

of violence decreased compared to figures reported in previ-

ous years, such as homicides. Nevertheless, others increased, 

such as police violence and threats.

A large portion of the violence documented in this report was 

motivated by prejudice on the basis of sexual orientation and 

gender identity. Nevertheless, the number of homicides, po-

lice violence, and threats could be much greater to that extent 

that problems persist in the recording of information, access 

to protection mechanisms, and guarantees for reporting 

these forms of violence.
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1. Homicides

In 2013 and 2014, Colombia Diversa regis-

tered 164 homicides. In 2013, we were able 

to confirm the occurrence of 83 homicides 

against LGBT persons in the country. In 

2014, the number of confirmed cases was 

81. These homicides took place in the 25 

departments of the country. The greatest 

numbers of homicides were concentrated 

in Antioquia, Valle del Cauca, and Bogotá 

D.C., with 51, 32, and 18, respectively.  

Of the 164 registered homicides, at least 

30 were motivated by prejudice on the 

basis on the sexual orientation or gender 

identity of the victim. However, given the 

scarcity of information available for the 

majority of cases, the number of prejudi-

cial homicides could be higher.

Added to the cases documented in previous 

years, between 2006 and 2014 at least 824 

LGBT persons in Colombia were killed. The 

number of homicides has been decreasing 

since 2010, when the largest number of 

cases was recorded. However, the rate of 

this decrease has been less each year. It is 

not clear whether the reduction in homi-

cides is the result of lower levels of discrim-

ination and violence due to bias against the 

LGBT population, or if it depends upon 

other, more general dynamics of violence 

in Colombia.

Violence Against LGBT Persons in Colombia, 2013-2014.
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Cumulative Number of Homicides by Departament, 2006-2014

Homicide by Sexual Orientation or Gender Identity of the Victims, 
2013-2014.

Source: Colombia Diversa database, 31 December 2014

Source: Colombia Diversa database, 31 December 2014
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The majority of victims were identified as trans women (37). They were followed by 17 gay 

men, 3 lesbian women, and 1 bisexual woman. However, given the little information available 

regarding these incidents of violence, it was not possible to establish the gender identity or 

sexual orientation of the vast majority of victims with precision (106).

2. Police Violence

In 2013 and 2014, Colombia Diversa documented 222 cases of police violence. In 2013, 

Colombia Diversa had knowledge of 79 incidents of police violence. In 2014, this figure in-

creased to 143. However, the number of victims was greater, given that only one incident of 

police violence can affect two or more people at a time. In the 222 cases documented in those 

two years, the number of victims was approximately 240 people.

Trans people are the most affected by police violence, followed by gay men. 110 of the inci-

dents of police violence affected trans people, 41 incidents concerned gay men, 35 against 

lesbians, and 8 against bisexual persons. Again, due to the lack of information, it was not 

possible to specify the gender identity or sexual orientation of the victims in 28 cases. The 

departments most impacted by the incidents of violence during 2013 and 2014 were Valle 

del Cauca (33), Antioquia and Bogotá (both with 28), Guajira (22), and Bolívar (19).

Police Violence by Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity  
of the Victims, 2013-2014.
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Type of Threats Used, 2013-2014.

Source: Colombia Diversa database, 31 December 2014

3. Threats and Pamphlets

In 2013, Colombia Diversa recorded 32 threats against the life and integrity of LGBT per-

sons. In 2014, the number of recorded cases was 22. The 54 threats were perpetrated through 

distinct methods: pamphlets distributed in public places, posters placed near the homes or 

workplaces of victims, email, text messages, threating calls, intimidation, and direct attacks. 

The departments where the largest number of threats was recorded were Sucre with 8 cases, 

and Bogotá D.C. and Atlántico with 7 cases each.  
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Criminal Processes due to Violence Against LGBT Persons, 2013-2014.

Homicides

Police Violence

Threats

Source: Colombia Diversa database, 31 December 2014
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4. Due Diligence and Access to Justice

Prejudicial violence toward LGBT persons has high rates of impunity. 2013 and 2014 saw 

only six convictions from among all reported cases of homicide against LGBT persons. How-

ever, as previously noted, it is important to caution that we have limited access to such 

information.

Of 164 homicides recorded in the period under investigation (2013-2014), 73% had infor-

mation about criminal investigations opened by the Attorney General’s office. Among those, 

52% were under investigation, 27% were ongoing even though we could not secure infor-

mation about the specific stage in the process, 0.06% were found inactive, 3% were in the 

sentencing phase of criminal proceedings, and 3% were in the trial phase. In 9% of cases we 

do not have information about the current stage of inquiry, while in 27% we have no infor-

mation regarding criminal investigations opened by the Attorney General’s office.

Among the cases of homicide against LGBT persons, there are many active inquiries with-

out advances in the trial or sentencing phases. With regard to criminal proceedings in cases 

of police violence, the persons responsible are rarely brought to trial. Of the 222 cases of 

police violence reported, only three cases resulted in criminal charges, two remained under 

investigation, and one resulted in conviction. In the rest of the cases, criminal investigations 

were not initiated.  Furthermore, with regard to threats and pamphlets, not one judgment 

has occurred.  

Recommendations Cross-cutting  
all Institutions
1. Improve information systems with respect to the registry of crimes against LGBT per-

sons.  The implementation and integration of these variables should not only be made 

between different entities, but also between different levels (national, departmental, 

municipal) of the same entity. In this sense, it is necessary that information is coherent 

both within each entity and congruent from one entity to another.

2. Articulate the institutions concerned with the attention and protection of both direct 

and indirect victims of violence toward the LGBT population at national, regional, and 

local levels.

3. Work in a coordinated manner between entities that have an impact on the administration 

of justice: Attorney General, Legal Medicine, Inspector General, judges, and Judicial Police.

4. Sensitize and train operators of justice regarding discrimination and violence on the 

basis of sexual orientation and gender identity, especially to identify and eradicate prej-

udices and stereotypes to the LGBT population.
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5. Designate independent budgets to execute programs and protocols that permit compli-

ance with standards of due diligence in investigations of LGBT persons.

6. Create special units or persons charged with the attention and processing of cases of 

violence toward the LGBT population.

7. Introduce an inclusive language that recognizes gender identity in systems of attention 

toward the victims and family members of violence on the basis of sexual orientation 

and gender identity, as well as in legal rulings.

8. Comply with the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights regarding the LGBT population and with the guidelines of the office of the United 

Nations High Commission for Human Rights.


